Treasa Ní Raghaill, Riarthóir na gCluichí 15.09.2004


All Ireland Hurling Championship Tier I

The Championship shall be organised as follows:-

Counties Participating

Twelve Counties shall participate in the Championship (initially the Counties participating in Roinn 1 of the National Hurling League 2004).

Connacht

Laighin


Mumha

Uladh

Gaillimh

Baile Átha Cliath

An Clár 

Aontroim




Laois



Port Láirge




Cill Chainnigh

Luimneach




Uíbh Fhailí


Corcaigh




Loch Garman

Tiobraid Árann

Provincial Championships

Provincial Championships shall be organised in Munster, Leinster and Ulster on a ‘knock out’ format.

Qualifier

Entries (Eight Counties)

First Round Losers in Leinster & Munster Championships (two teams)

Losing Semi-Finalists in the Leinster and Munster Championships (four teams), Galway and Aontroim (in 2005).  In subsequent years, the Counties participating shall be all the teams eligible for Tier 1 except those that reach the Leinster and Munster Finals.

Groups (2)

Two Groups of four teams drawn with a maximum of two Teams from Munster and Leinster in each Group.  Each County in a Group shall meet each other i.e. each Teams shall play three games.

The following Counties are designated teams and shall have two home games in the Group stage provided their Home Grounds meets the criteria.

Connacht

Laighin

Mumha

Uladh

N/A


Laois


N/A


Aontroim




Baile Átha Cliath

Equality of Points

A County’s finishing position is on the basis of points total. In the event of an equality of points, all finishing positions shall be determined firstly by Scoring Difference and then the highest score for and then the result of the game, which involved the two Counties shall be used.

Venues/Designated Counties

Designated Counties (determined by GAC) shall have two Home Games in the Group Stage provided their Home Grounds meets the criteria.

Quarter-Finals

(i)
Leinster Champions
v
Second Placed Team in one 

Qualifier Group

(ii)
Munster Champions
v
Second Placed Team in the 







other Qualifier Group

(iii)
Leinster Championship Runners Up
v
First Placed Team in 

One Qualifier Group.

(iv)
Munster Championship Runners Up
v
First Placed Team in 

the other Qualifier Group

A Draw shall be made to determine who each of the ‘First Placed Teams and each of the ‘Second Placed’ Teams shall meet.

Semi-Finals

Leinster and Munster Provincial Champions or the team who beats them shall be drawn against the other two Quarter-Final Winners.

All Ireland Final

Relegation and Promotion

The Four Counties in the Qualifier Competition that do not qualify for the All Ireland Quarter-Finals shall play a series of Relegation games.

(i)
3rd Placed Team Group 1 

v
4th Placed Team Group 2

(ii)
3rd Placed Team Group 2

v
4th Place Team Group 1

(iii)
Losing Team in (i)
and (ii) above to play a Relegation Final.

The Losing Team in the Relegation Final shall be relegated to Tier 2, and Tier 2 Champions shall be promoted to Tier 1.

All Ireland Hurling Championship Tier II

The Championship shall be organised as follows;

Counties Participating

Ten Counties shall participate in the Championship (initially the Counties participating in Roinn 2 of the National Hurling League 2004).

Connacht

Laighin


Mumha

Uladh

Ros Comáin

Iar Mhí


Ciarraí

Doire

Maigh Eo

Cill Dara





An Dún




An Mhí




Cill Mhantáin




Ceatharlach

Organisation

Groups (2)

Two Groups of five Teams shall be drawn, each Team in a Group to meet each other i.e. each Team to play four games.  As per the following;

2A



2B

An Dún


Maigh Eo

Doire



Ceatharlach

Ros Comáin


Cill Dara

Iar Mhí


Cill Mhantáin

An Mhí


Ciarraí

Equality of Points

A County’s finishing position is on the basis of points total. In the event of an equality of points, all finishing positions shall be determined firstly by Scoring Difference and then the highest score for and then the result of the game, which involved the two Counties shall be used.

Venues

The games in the Group stage to be played on a Home and Away basis.

All Ireland Semi-Finals

Top two Teams in each Group qualify for the Semi-Finals.  The top team in one Group shall play the second placed Team in other Group and vice versa.

All Ireland Final

Curtain Raiser to a game in the closing stages of the All Ireland Senior Hurling Championship (Tier 1).

All Ireland Hurling Championship Tier III

Counties Participating

Eleven Counties (initially the Counties participating in Roinn 3 of the National Hurling League 2004).

Connacht

Laighin

Mumha

Uladh

Sligeach

Longfort

N/A


Fear Manach

Liatroim

An Lú




Muineacháin










An Cabhán










Tír Eoghain










Dún na nGall










Ard Mhacha

Londain

Organisation

Groups (3)

Three Groups of four Counties on a geographical basis shall meet each other i.e. the Counties in a Group shall play three games.

3A


3B


3C

Sligeach

An Lú

Londain

Tír Eoghain

An Cabhán

Warwickshire

Dún na nGall
Ard Mhacha

Longfort

Fear Manach
Liatroim

Muineachán

In the event of Warwickshire receiving permission to particpate in Tier III it was agreed to accommodate them in 3C.  The existing arrangement for Qualification for Tier III would continue.

Equality of Points

A County’s finishing position is on the basis of points total. In the event of an equality of points, all finishing positions shall be determined firstly by Scoring Difference and then the highest score for and then the result of the game, which involved the two Counties shall be used.

Venues

The games to be played on a Home and Away basis, up to and including the All Ireland Semi-Finals.

All Ireland Quarter-Finals

The Runners Up in each of the Groups of four shall play an All Ireland Quarter-Final and the winners qualify for an All Ireland Semi-Final

All Ireland Semi-Finals

Winners of reach Group, together with the Winners of the All Ireland Quarter-Final between the Runners Up in the two Groups of Four shall qualify for the All Ireland Semi-Finals.  Semi-Final pairings determined on an open draw basis, with the Counties from the same group being kept apart.

All Ireland Final

The Final shall be played at a time and venue as commensurate with its status as an All Ireland Final.

